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Welcome to Iceland. I could say that the weather is always like this- but here in Iceland we say: this is the time of winter 
that we call summer! Though, we say that those who suffer the longest winters love the summer even more. 
Here in Iceland, we were late-comers to the musical scene - in 1874 we were just beginning to play two instruments at 
the same time and this was the year of Wagner’s Ring! So we decided to build music schools all around the country in 
all towns and fishing villages and there are now 87 in total. It was a combined effort of the municipalities and the state 
to provide a decent education in music. And it was not just about talent spotting; it was about creating a well educated 
public to be active listeners and to create an audience. 
As we all know, it’s not just about the music itself, (valuable though that is), it opens up a whole world of growth and 
development for every individual. Also music teaches you that you have to work for things - they don’t just come by 
themselves. You have to prepare and you have to know when you have prepared well enough to perform; to know 
when you are ready. 
What I have learned is that if you enjoy and play music, it becomes a lifelong partner, even though I did not become a 
professional musician. I started to learn music because my older brother went to school and I was too young to go and 
so my mother sent me to a music school at five. I know that you professional musicians face a stern task master for the 
rest of your life, and that wasn’t for me. What we know now is that music predates out ability to speak: we are a singing 
species and that is why it affects us so strongly. 
We are now creating a music school for upper secondary students where music is the main focus. English, Icelandic, 
Maths and Music make up the core curriculum. We decided to do this because we understand that kids decide to 
become musicians much earlier than other professions and they need a clear path to follow. We give equal weight to 
classical and rhythmical music. And when people ask me what happens to those children in the music schools who 
don’t want to become professional musicians, I tell them that they learn and develop so much from doing music that is 
valuable to them in other careers. 
As the government we also want to support the music industry in Iceland and make it thrive. Music has a lot to do with 
our own identity and it is an important part of who we are in Iceland. Music never needs to be translated; time is irrelevant 
to it and memory of it is eternal. All music is the same at the core; it reflects who we are and is not an indulgence or a 
luxury. Currently business models are sidelining musicians so we are establishing a special fund for musicians to 
provide support for recording and are hoping to increase it. Thank you for inviting me to speak to you and have a good 
conference. 


