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DECISION OF THE FIM EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

The fight for the right to freedom of expression is inherent to the
labour movement history. The Declaration of Philadelphia, adopted at
the 26th session of the ILO on 10 May 1944 and referred to in
Article 1 of the ILO Constitution, states that “[…] Freedom of expres-
sion and of association are essential to sustained progress […]”

ILO Convention 87 on “Freedom of association and the right to
organise”, one of the most important ILO conventions for the reco-
gnition of workers’ fundamental rights, includes a reference to this
statement in its preamble.

Every year, violations of trade unions rights by employers or govern-
ments are reported. These violations are all the more disgraceful
since most of the countries concerned are members of the ILO and
signatories of its key conventions.

In January 2016, the right to freedom of expression, one of the wor-
kers’ most elementary rights, has been outrageously violated in
Egypt, this time not by an employer or a government but the president
of a trade union. A trade union representing musicians – whose
activity precisely relies on freedom of expression –, in a country that
is a signatory of all of the ILO core conventions.

Hani Shaker, President of the Egyptian Musicians’ Union, has
suspended six female singers from their right to perform because of
a behaviour he found incompatible with public morals: “body
revealing clothes” and “racy” and “sexually suggestive” dancing on
stage supposed to “deliberately stir instincts and desires”.

In all countries, trade unionists fight every day for the cause of
workers. Some of them are imprisoned, tortured or killed just
because of that. The decision of Mr Shaker is an insult to all of
them. It is an insult to the whole labour movement. Using a trade
union to attack the workers’ fundamental rights is an absolute
disgrace.

The Executive Committee of the International Federation of
Musicians

-    Firmly condemns Mr. Shaker’s decision;

-    Considers that his attitude is not compatible with a mandate
as trade union representative;

-    Calls for the immediate reinstatement of the six suspended
artists in their legitimate right to perform freely;

-    Urges the Egyptian Musicians’ Union to reject or abolish any
policy resulting in a limitation or deprivation of the right to freedom
of expression or of any other of the workers’ rights recognised by
the ILO conventions and constitution;

-    Calls for a full recognition and restoration of the Egyptian
musicians’ right to benefit from the protection of all applicable
ILO conventions.

FIM CONDEMNS THE DECISION OF THE EGYPTIAN MUSICIANS UNION’S PRESIDENT TO
SUSPEND SIX SINGERS

Adopted in March 2016


